
In English, the same letter, or combination of letters 
(grapheme) can be pronounced in different ways, and the 
same sound (phoneme) can be written in different ways. 

This can make spelling seem unpredictable. English is said to 
have a deep or opaque orthography. 

ORTHOGRAPHY
Orthograghic knowledge includes 

the understanding of a language's 

spelling conventions. Because 

English has a deep orthography, 

children are likely to learn to read 

and spell more slowly than in 

languages with more 

straightforward spelling patterns.

Phonological knowledge is the 

understanding of the sound structure 

of words and language. It's just one of 

the skills needed for spelling. 

It's an important step towards the 

development of phonographemic 

knowledge, the understanding of 

letter-sound correspondence.

PHONOLOGY
Listening to stories

Rhymes, songs, chants and ditties 

Identifying, sorting, copying, 

matching or finding sounds

Games including aural 

instructions

Matching sounds to letters and 

other phonics and alphabet 

games

BASICS

Spoken word rhyming games

Extension of phonics games

Sorting/matching word cards (to 

other cards or physical objects)

Looking at the shape of words and 

spotting/learning patterns

Practise writing the patterns 

(illustrations can help)

VERY explicit teaching of common 

irregular words

SKILLS

Pluralisation of nouns,

Modification of adjectives

Verb tenses and agreement

Prefixes and suffixes

Word families (e.g. work, worker, 

workshop, unworkable)

Word origins (etymology)

Talk, read, write, draw to aid 

internalisation & generalisation

CONCEPTSMORPHOLOGY
English vocabulary has been 

influenced by many languages over 

the centuries, which adds to the 

apparent irregularity in spelling 

and pronunciation. For some 

learners it may be especially 

helpful to understand the origins 

(etymology) and composition of a 

word.

TECHNOLOGY
Handwriting has its place, but there are many tools that can help even in the early 

stages. Don't be afraid to use apps and online games to reinforce learning and skills. 

Many phones, tablets and computers have some degree of built-in speech-to-text 

software that can be used for dictation or just to check spellings. (For consolidation, 

incorporate reading and reflection) 
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TOOLS TO TACKLE 

spelling in English


